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In the context of its Summer Academy, the Department of Music of the Ionian University offers for the summer of 2010 (11-17 July) a weeklong course for Music Teachers of Primary and Secondary Education, for educators of different specialties with basic knowledge and interest in music and for university music students. The subject of the course is “Acoustic Ecology and Music Education”, a subject especially relevant considering the challenges faced today by the Greek music educators in public schools· challenges which to a great extend are shared by music educators around the western world.

SOUND-ENVIRONMENT-EDUCATION

The much talked about environmental pollution, which threatens the future of our planet is not limited to the trash we see and the poisonous gasses we inhale· it is also present in the sounds we hear. Our students—younger and older—live their everyday life in environments oversaturated by sounds which lower the quality of their experiences at multiple levels and reduce their ability to learn. They inhabit in a constant outward and inward ‘noise’ which they reproduce with remarkable success at home, in the streets, during their class intervals but also inside the classroom during lesson time.

R. Murray Schafer, a composer, music educator and the initiator and driving force of Acoustic Ecology, as early as the 1970’s he suggested a musical approach to the sounds of the environment (nature and civilization) and to the problems of sound pollution which often overwhelm contemporary cities. This approach presupposes a special aural skills education for children and youth· a sound education which does not limit itself to the notes of music and is not aimed exclusively for promising music soloists. On the contrary, this type of sound education includes all sounds that fall within the sensitivity limits of the human acoustic organ, and is designed for every child or adult who might be interested in broadening his/her acoustic horizons by adopting an aesthetic perspective to the sound stimuli of everyday life. The question arises whether music teachers of today have the necessary knowledge and experience to guide and inspire their students towards such an ‘expanded’ aural skills education. Are they really prepared for such a task?

The Department of Music Studies of the Ionian University and its Electroacoustic Music Research and Applications Laboratory (EMRAL) have as one of their major aims the expansion and infusion of the field of music education with significant contemporary approaches. In 2007 we organized with success the first Conference of Acoustic Ecology in Greece with honorary guest speaker R. M. Schafer. Being inspired from this experience, we have invited for this summer Hildegard Westerkamp –world known composer of electroacoustic music, educator, radio artist and acoustic ecologist. With her guidance and in collaboration with several academics from different universities from Greece and abroad we have organized a course which focuses on the Educational aspect of Acoustic Ecology. The course, entitled: “Acoustic Ecology and Music Education” will include the following:

WORKSHOPS, PRESENTATIONS & OTHER EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES

· Introduction to Acoustic Ecology with emphasis on Educational Applications

· Games of Acoustic Ecology

· Methods for Approaching Successfully Class Noise

· Searching, Developing and Adapting Educational Material on Acoustic Ecology for use in School.

· Music Improvisation in relation to the Environment: Teaching ideas

· Body and Environment: Movement Improvisation.

· Making Musical Instruments using material from Nature

· Use of Technology in the Educational Applications of Acoustic Ecology 

· Basic Recording Techniques, Using a Sound Pressure Level Meter

· Listening, Analyzing and Composing Soundscapes in School

· Soundwalks in different types of soundscapes (Listening, Analysis, Evaluation, Improvisation)

· Group Projects in Soundscape Composition or Sound Pollution for final performance/event open to the local society.

· Guided visit to Soundscape/s of Special Local Interest.

The official language of the course will be Greek, but special arrangements will be made for English speakers depending on the needs and interests of the group. 

TEACHING STAFF

Guest Staff

Hildegard Westerkamp, Honorary Guest. Composer, Educator, Radio Artist and Acoustic Ecologist (see http://www.sfu.ca/~westerka/index.html)

Ionian University Staff
· Andreas Mniestris, Assistant Professor of Electroacoustic Music Composition and Director of the Electroacoustic Music Research and Applications Laboratory. Department of Music Studies, Ionian University, Greece. http://www.ionio.gr/~tas/staff/mniestrisE.htm
· Theodore Lotis, Lecturer in Electroacoustic Music Composition. Department of Music Studies, Ionian University, Greece. http://www.electrocd.com/en/bio/lotis_th/
· Miranda Caldi, Associate Professor of Choral Conducting. Director of the Early Music Laboratory. Department of Music Studies, Ionian University.

· Ioanna Etmektsoglou, Assistant Professor in Psychology of Music, Music Therapist. Department of Music Studies, Ionian University, Greece.

Collaborating Staff

· Nikolas Tsaftaridis, Special Teaching Staff of Music Education. Department of Early Childhood Education, University of Athens, Greece.
· Panagiotis Kanellopoulos, Assistant Professor of Music Education. Department of Early Childhood Education, University of Thessaly, Greece.
· Katerina Tzedaki, Composer, Educator. Department of Music Technology and Acoustics, Technological Educational Institute of Crete, Greece. http://www.essim.gr/en/members/Katerina_TZEDAKI.htm
· Gina Giotaki, Choreographer, Dance Anthropologist - Historian, Educator. Departments of Dance, Liverpool John Moores University and Coventry University, UK.
ENROLLMENT INFORMATION

The participation fee for the course is 300 Euros for professionals, 230 Euros for students from universities other than the Ionian University and also 230 Euros for alumni of the Department of Music Studies of the Ionian University. To current students of the DMS of the Ionian University will be granted as many as 10 scholarships. At least two lectures will be open for free attendance to all students and the local community. 

Due to space limitations, the maximum of 60 full participants will be accepted for this course. The course will be offered this summer only if a minimum number of participants will enroll to cover its expenses. Therefore, the applicants are kindly asked to express their interest and deposit the course fee to the bank account that appears on the application form no later than April 30, 2010. 

If the minimum number of participants will not deposit the fee by the above deadline, the course will be cancelled and the applicants will receive a full refund. If an applicant cancels for personal reasons before April 15, 2010, he/she will receive the full refund, but after this date, there will be no refunds.

A limited number of rooms will be available in University Residence for a special fee of 10 Euros per day. Course applicants may apply for these rooms on the application form. 

There will be a priority list for U.R. rooms based on the date of deposit of seminar fees. The U.R. is located in Corfu Town (about a 15 minute walk away from the music department). For the applicants who will not stay at the U.R. other hotels in town will be suggested, but early reservation is advised due to high season.

APPLICATION FORMS

Application forms may be downloaded from the course page, which can be accessed through the Ionian University Events: http://www.ionio.gr/central/gr/events/read
Please complete the Application Form for the Seminar “Acoustic Ecology and Music Education” no later than April 30, 2010 and send it electronically to the address: lena@ionio.gr or mail it to:

Department of Music Studies

Ionian University

(c/o Lena Kokkinomilioti)

Old Fortress, Corfu 49100

GREECE

For questions you may contact Lena Kokkinomilioti at the email address: elekokkin@yahoo.gr, Eleni Filippou at: lena@ionio.gr, Ioanna Etmektsoglou at e_ioanna@yahoo.gr or call 0030-6977231556 or 0030-2661045094 (Lena Kokkinomilioti)
